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Fromvthe Pastor: “Wishing the Church a Happy New Year”

WHAT DO WE WISH for our church in the coming year? What do we wish for our families? Some of you have
heard me say that we really want three basic things for our children (and grandchildren): we want them to be safe;
we want them to be healthy; we want them to be happy. | wish the same things for our congregation in 2011.

I WANT US to be safe. By “safe” | do not mean that | want us to be unwilling to take “risks” for the sake of the
gospel and our witness in the world. | mean that | want LaFollette United Methodist Church to be a place where
anyone (rich or poor, young or old, struggling or prospering) can come and find love and acceptance and be valued
as a child of God and as a neighbor and friend. | want you (and others) to come to church and know that you will
not be berated and scolded (though | may have to “exhort” you occasionally). When someone walks into our
building | want them to know that they will find genuine compassion and understanding, and that the “good news” of
the gospel will be offered in the safe haven of genuine Christians.

I WANT US to be healthy. “Healthy” in the Christian context implies that we are “strong in the Lord" and “growing
in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ”. We are, as true Methodists like to say, “going on to perfection”. We
are, as John Wesley encouraged, striving to “do no harm, do all the good we can, and stay in love with God".
Healthy means taking good care of “the body” by being faithful in our prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness.
A beloved seminary professor emphasized to us the importance of the Five Principles of [Healthy] Relationships.
Based on the writing of Wayne Oates, he talked about “knownness versus anonymity” — “caring versus using” —
“integrity versus duplicity and deceit” — “responsibility versus irresponsibility” - and “durability versus separation and
estrangement”. That's seminary-speak for the fact that healthy churches have members who know one another,
care for one another, are honest with one another, accept responsibility for one another, and are committed to one
another. :

| WANT US to be happy. So does Jesus. He spent so much time telling us how to be “blessed”! In my mind
happiness and peace are linked. In order to be happy an individual (or a congregation) must have peace with God
and peace with one another. The Roman idea of peace was “peacekeeping”’ — an “enforced” peace (something of
an oxymoron). You must be at peace or we will attack you! It's much like the Colt revolver used in the old west — it
was called a “peacemaker’! The Greek idea of peace was “ease of mind” — having things resolved and owning a
- philosophy of life which allowed for a life without inner turmoil. The Hebrew idea of peace was (and is) “shalom”.
Shalom conveys the sense of wholeness (and health). Life is balanced and meaningful. Joy is an option. Healthy
congregations not only suffer together and serve together, they are also able to celebrate together. We need the
ability to laugh with (and sometimes at) one another!

THINK (BRIEFLY) ABOUT the alternative. Who wants a church that is unsafe, unhealthy, and unhappy?! Part of
our witness to the world is to be a healthy congregation. Let's help one another be healthy. Right here. Right now.

Call me when you need me. | will come.
~Kenny
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